University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-21-1993

Colombia: E.l.n. Rebel Offer To Participate In
Bilateral Ceasefire Rejected By Government
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Colombia: E.l.n. Rebel Offer To Participate In Bilateral Ceasefire Rejected By Government." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/10995

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057630
ISSN: 1060-4189

Colombia: E.l.n. Rebel Offer To Participate In Bilateral
Ceasefire Rejected By Government
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, May 21, 1993
In a May 7 interview with reporters, Maneul Perez ("Poliarco") leader of the National Liberation
Army (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional, ELN) said his group is prepared to negotiate a bilateral
ceasefire with the Colombian security forces. Perez, a Spanish-born priest, has headed the ELN
for the past 30 years. Although some hailed the statement as a significant change by the ELN, the
government responded that it will not enter into peace negotiations with any group which doesn't
first "demonstrate a true commitment to peace." Interior Minister Fabio Villegas stated that the
groups affiliated with the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator (CGSB) including the ELN have
not yet demonstrated such a commitment. "The rebels talk a lot about dialogue, but they don't
talk much about peace," said Villegas, who pointed to the murder of a local newspaper director in
March and the abduction of two technicians from the national oil company Ecopetrol two weeks
ago as demonstrations of the guerrillas' insincerity. The government says it will negotiate with
any group which downs its arms, suggesting that a unilateral rebel ceasefire is a prerequisite for
further progress in peace talks. On May 11, during the opening session of a conference to evaluate
the country's peace process and the reintegration of demobilized rebel combatants into civilian life,
President Cesar Gaviria formally rejected the ELN offer. He said the government would never turn
down an opportunity to "make peace with whoever is truly dedicated to abandoning the armed
struggle." But he demanded "clear proof" of the rebels' willingness to demobilize. (Sources: Inter
Press Service, 05/07/93, 05/08/93, 05/11/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/11/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 05/08/93, 05/09/93, 05/12/93)
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